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Editorial

The AJSI is now working fully under the auspices of the Australian Social Policy
Association and we have two new developments to report. First, over the last
few months we have been working to expand the editorial team to include
a group of Associate Editors with special expertise in a range of the topic
areas which are figuring frequently in the papers submitted to the journal for
publication. The AEs have the role of suggesting suitable referees for papers in
their areas of expertise, reviewing and synthesising referee reports, and providing
initial recommendations to the editors based on these reports. We hope that
having this expanded team will not only speed up the process of responding to
submitted papers by sharing the workload, but also further the aims of raising
the standard of publication through this additional specialist expertise.
We are pleased to introduce to readers the first four AEs now working with the
AJSI: Dr Myra Hamilton, from the Social Policy Research Centre at UNSW,
Dr Kelly Richards from the Crime and Justice Research Centre at Queensland
University of Technology, Dr Cameron Parsell from the Institute for Social
Science Research at the University of Queensland, and Associate Professor Peter
Smith from the Centre for Occupational and Environmental Health at Monash
University. We look forward to working with them and expect that the team will
be expanded further over the next year to encompass additional areas of expertise.
The second new development is the inclusion, in this first issue under the
2013 date, of the text of one of the first lectures in a series of Occasional
Lectures instituted by ASPA as part of its mission to engage and contribute
to social policy debate in Australia. The lecture was presented initially at the
ASPA Annual General Meeting held in Melbourne in September 2012, and in
revised form to an event organised in collaboration with the Australia and New
Zealand School of Government at the ANU in Canberra in March 2013. Called
‘Enhancing rights and protections but what about capability? Reflections from
four decades of social policy engagement’, the lecture was presented by Alison
McClelland, currently part-time Productivity Commissioner, and reflects on her
long career working in social policy and the changes that have taken place over
this time. We hope that this will be the first in a series of Occasion Lectures
given under the auspices of ASPA and published in the AJSI.
Tony Eardley and Gabrielle Meagher
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